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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 BRAZZA 00260 152023Z 
ACTION AF-10 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO INR-10 
NSAE-00 PA-01 USIA-06 SP-02 /042W 

124740 160653Z/11 

R 151925Z MAR 78 
FM AMEMBASSY BRAZZAVILLE 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 0287 
INFO AMEMBASSY KINSHASA 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY YAOUNDE 

CONFIDENTIAL BRAZZAVILLE 0260 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, CF 

SUBJECT: UPCOMING ANNIVERSARY OF NGOUABI ASSASSINATION 

MARCH 18, 1976 AND 1977 WERE MARKED BY AN UNSUCCESSFUL COUP 
ATTEMPT FOLLOWED 12 MONTHS LATER TO THE DAY BY THE ASSASSINATION 
OF PRESIDENT NGOUABI. CONGOLESE APPEAR QUITE SKITTISH AS MARCH 
18 APPROACHES THIS YEAR. MILITARY ARE EVERYWHERE. MARCH 18, 1978 
IS TO BE MARKED BY A SOLEMN COMMEMORATION OF NGOUABI'S DEATH, 

AND THERE ARE ATTENDANT RUMORS OF CABINET CHANGES AND LIFTING 
OF MIDNIGHT CURFEW WHICH HAS BEEN IN EFFECT FOR ALMOST A YEAR. 

GOCB HAS TIGHTLY HELD INFORMATION CONCERNING RECENT ATTEMPT 
BY SEVERAL YOUTHS TO SABOTAGE HYDRO-CONGO OIL STORAGE 
TANKS. 

KATZEN 
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